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PIRATES OF THE HIGH SEAS 
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ABSTRACT 

The impression that a huge percentage of the populace have of 

pirates is majorly fictitious as their initial knowledge of the concept 

is acquired through books, films and pictures.  This article gives an 

insight into the international law concept of maritime piracy and 

brings to the centre stage the pernicious implications of pirating. 

This writer looks at the issue of piracy in Nigeria and suggests 

tactics which can be employed in managing the issue of piracy 

globally. 

Keywords: Piracy, Pirates; Maritime Pirates; Privateers; 

Commerce raiders; High Sea Robbers. 

 

1.0 PIRACY 

Ted Kemp tells a typical story of a pirate operation. It is the story of 

Ai Maru. The Ai Maru steamed alone under night skies on June 14 

when a speedboat slipped in from the darkness and overtook the 

tanker about 30 miles off the coast of Malaysia. At 9:15 p.m., seven 

men with handguns and knives clambered up over the side, smashed 

through doors, tied up crew members at gunpoint and bashed the Ai 

Maru's communications equipment. The attackers stripped the 13 

crew members of their personal belongings, locked them in a room, 
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and spent the next hours getting to the real work at hand: stealing 

the cargo.1 

Piracy can be defined as any illegal act of violence or detention, or 

any act of depredation, committed for private ends by the crew or 

the passengers of a private ship; and directed on the high seas against 

another ship or aircraft, or against persons or property on board such 

ship or aircraft; or directed against a ship, aircraft, persons or 

property in a place outside the jurisdiction of any State.2 Piracy or 

Pirating includes acts committed in the air, on land, or in other major 

bodies of water or on a shore; however, this article focuses on 

maritime piracy. 

John Boulver defines piracy as a robbery or forcible depredation on 

the high seas, without lawful authority, done animusfurandi, in the 

spirit and intention of universal hostility. He further states that, as in 

robbery upon land, it is only necessary that the spoliation or intended 

spoliation be felonious, that is, with intent to injure and without legal 

authority or lawful excuse.3 

The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) defined piracy as “the act 

of boarding any vessel with intent to commit theft or any other 

crime, and with an intent or capacity to use force in furtherance of 

that act”.  

Modern definitions of piracy include the following acts: boarding 

without permission, extortion, hostage taking, kidnapping of people 

                                                 
1 Ted Kemp, “Crime on the high seas: The world’s  most pirated waters”, available 

on-line at: http://www.cnbc.com/2014/09/15/worlds -most-pirated-waters.html 

(assessed 29th April 2017). 
2 Article 101 of the United Nations Convention On Laws Of The Sea  (UNCLOS), 

10 December 1982, available on-line at: 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/part7.ht m 
3 John Boulver,1897 Boulver’s  Law Dictionary 

http://www.cnbc.com/2014/09/15/worlds-most-pirated-waters.html
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/part7.htm
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for ransom, murder, cargo theft, robbery and seizure of items or the 

ship, sabotage resulting in the ship’s subsequently sinking, 

shipwrecking done intentionally to a ship.4 

All the definitions seem to have a common factor which is “an act 

of criminal violence” on the high seas. The second and third 

definitions lay emphasis on intent to steal. Also emphasis is laid on 

the illegality or unlawfulness of the act in the first and second 

definitions. 

UNCLOS describes piracy as an act committed by the crew or the 

passengers of a private ship against another ship, or against persons 

or property on board such ship. This body of qualities is called “two-

ship rule.” The view is held that for an act to be considered piracy, 

it must be carried out from one ship to another. It means that under 

this perception, “piracy cannot occur on board a single vessel”.5 

The term “piracy” encompasses two distinct sorts of offences: the 

first is robbery or hijacking, where the target of the attack is to steal 

a maritime vessel or its cargo; the second is kidnapping, where the 

vessel and crew are threatened until a ransom is paid.6 

Piracy is a crime as it is an unlawful act punishable by law; it is a 

violent crime as some degree of force is applied; it is an acquisitive 

crime as it is committed to gain possession; it is a transnational 

crime because its effect transcends national borders; and it is an 

                                                 
4 Wikipedia, available on-line at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy#cite_note-

160 (assessed 29th April 2017). 
5Anete Logina, “The international law related to maritime security: an analysis of 

its effectiveness in combating piracy and armed robbery against ships”, 2009, 

available online at: 

http://commons.wmu.se/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1143&context=all_dissertat

ions (assessed 29th April 2017). 
6 Maritime Piracy, available on-line at: https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-

and-analysis/tocta/9.Maritime_piracy.pdf (assessed 29th April 2017). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy#cite_note-160
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy#cite_note-160
http://commons.wmu.se/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1143&context=all_dissertations
http://commons.wmu.se/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1143&context=all_dissertations
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/9.Maritime_piracy.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta/9.Maritime_piracy.pdf
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organized crime, as commandeering a ship requires a highly 

organized planning by a disciplined group. 

In Re Piracy Jure Gentium,7 a Chinese pirate ship was intercepted 

and captured before it was able to attack its target. The old common 

law definition had focused on robbery yet in this case there had been 

no robbery - it had been stopped just before it occurred, though there 

had been violence. 

Justice Sankley for the House of Lords rendered the decision. The 

court made two points that shaped international law. The first was 

that actual robbery is not an essential element in the crime of piracy 

jure gentium8. A frustrated attempt to commit a piractical robbery is 

equally piracy jure gentium. Secondly, robbery on a sea liner by one 

passenger upon another is not piracy. That is, it does not include 

crimes committed against people traveling on the same vessel as the 

perpetrator (e.g. one passenger stealing from others on the same 

vessel).9 

Piracy was the first international crime and still today is held by 

jurists to be “the true international crime.”10 Those who engage in 

acts of piracy are called pirates. It should be noted that those who 

voluntarily participate in the operation of a ship with the knowledge 

that it is a pirate ship and those who incite or intentionally facilitate 

the operations of the above are also pirates.11 

1.1 Etymology 

                                                 
7 In re Piracy Jure Gentium, 1934 A.C. 586 
8 See p.6 
9Supra note 4 
10Duhamie’s Law Dictionary, available on-line at: 

http://www.duhaime.org/LegalDictionary/P/PiracyMaritimeLaw.aspx (assessed 

29th April 2017). 
11Supra note 2 

http://www.duhaime.org/LegalDictionary/P/PiracyMaritimeLaw.aspx
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The English term ‘pirate' is derived from the Latin term ‘pirata' 

(sailor, corsair, sea robber) and ‘pirata' from the Greek term 

‘peiratēs’. The origin of the Greek word is literally ‘one who attacks 

(ships)’.12The word is cognate to peril.13 

The term is first attested to in c. 1300. The spelling was not 

standardised until the eighteenth century, and spellings such as 

‘pirro’, ‘pyrate’ and ‘pyrat’ were used until this period.14 

1.2 Implications of Piracy 

More than 80 percent of the global trade is carried out by maritime 

transportation, so that a crash in the maritime transportation is a 

crash in the global trade. The significance of the maritime industry 

is far-reaching, thus, effects of sea piracy are widespread and felt 

throughout the entire world. Losses suffered as a result of pirate 

attacks directly affect the global economy as it shatters the global 

shipping markets and pushes the profitability of sea merchants down 

the verge. The widespread ramifications of pirate attacks include:  

• Physical harm or hostage-taking of seafarers 

• Threat to the lives of seafarers and merchant seamen from all over 

the world, an appalling percentage of whom are taken captive 

every year. 

• Reduction in the number of vessels at a nation’s seaports due to 

apprehension of attacks. 

                                                 
12 Supra note 4 
13 Police Organisation and Training: Innovations in Research and Practice, edited 

by M.R. Haberfeld, Curtis A. Clarke,                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Dale L. Sheehan 
14Supra note 4 
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• Increase in the cost of business as ship owners and consignees are 

compelled to expend extra cost on Insurance premiums and on the 

provision of security for the vessel. These huge costs are 

eventually passed off to the final consumers. 

• Fear of perceived threats may cause psychological strains and 

fatigue to those who work aboard the vessel. It may also result in 

a reduction in efficiency.15
 

• Hampers freedom of movement in the region, disrupts trade and 

economic growth, and facilitates environmental crimes16
 

At this point, the pernicious nature of sea piracy and its catastrophic 

effect on the global economy is evident and cannot be over 

emphasised. 

1.3 Piracy Distinguished From Other Concepts 

Commerce Raiders or Merchant Raiders are also similar to pirates. 

They disguise warships which attack enemy shipping commerce, 

approaching by stealth and then opening fire. Commerce raiders 

operated successfully during the American Revolution. During the 

American Civil War, the Confederacy sent out several commerce 

raiders, the most famous of which was the CSS Alabama. During 

World War I and World War II, Germany also made use of these 

tactics, both in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans.17 

A privateer or corsair is similar to a pirate as he uses similar methods 

as pirates, the difference between them being that the former acts 

                                                 
15 ibid. 
16 Ambassador Michele J. Sison, the United States ’ Deputy Representative to the 

UN in the open debate on peace consolidation in West Africa titled “Piracy and 

Armed Robbery at Sea” 
17 Word Heritage Encyclopaedia, available on- line at: 

http://www.self.gutenberg.org/articles/Pirate (assessed 29th April 2017). 

http://www.self.gutenberg.org/articles/Pirate
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under orders of the state while in possession of a commission or 

letter of marque and reprisal from a government or monarch 

authorising the capture of merchant ships belonging to an enemy 

nation, while the latter does not act under lawful authority. For 

example, the United States Constitution of 1787 specifically 

authorized the Congress to issue letters of marque and reprisal. The 

letter of marque and reprisal was recognised by international 

convention and meant that a privateer could not technically be 

charged with piracy while attacking the targets named in his 

commission. This nicety of law did not always save the individuals 

concerned, however, as whether one was considered a pirate or a 

legally operating privateer often depended on whose custody the 

individual found himself in—that of the country that had issued the 

commission, or that of the object of attack.18 This form of commerce 

raiding was outlawed in the 19th century.19 

 

2.0 PIRATES IN HISTORY VS. MODERN DAY PIRATES 

2.1 Pirates in History 

Piracy has existed for as long as the oceans were plied for 

commerce. They existed even in the time of Julius Caesar. Once 

upon a time, during the 1st century BC, there were pirate states along 

the Anatolian coast, threatening the commerce of the Roman Empire 

in the eastern Mediterranean. On one voyage across the Aegean Sea 

in 75 BC, Julius Caesar was kidnapped by Cilician pirates and held 

prisoner in the Dodecanese islet of Pharmacusa. He maintained an 

                                                 
18ibid. 
19METAPEDIA, available on-line at: http://en.metapedia.org/wiki/Piracy 

(assessed 29th April 2017). 

http://en.metapedia.org/wiki/Piracy
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attitude of superiority and good cheer throughout his captivity. 

When the pirates decided to demand a ransom of twenty talents of 

gold, Caesar is said to have insisted that he was worth at least fifty, 

and the pirates indeed raised the ransom to fifty talents. After the 

ransom was paid and Caesar was released, he raised a fleet, pursued 

and captured the pirates, and had them put to death.20 

In the popular modern imagination, pirates of the classical period 

were rebellious, clever teams who operated outside the restricting 

bureaucracy of modern life. In reality, many pirates ate poorly, did 

not become fabulously wealthy, and died young. Many groups of 

pirates shared in whatever they seized and pirates injured in battle 

might be afforded special compensation. Often all of these terms 

were agreed upon and written down by the pirates, but these articles 

could also be used as incriminating proof that they were outlaws. 

Often a time, the "treasure" that was stolen was food, water, alcohol, 

weapons, or clothing.  

The classical age of piracy coexisted with a rise in British 

imperialism which required merchant vessels to transport goods; 

and warships to protect the trade ships from pirates and privateers. 

Living conditions on the warships were horrible even by 17th century 

standards; sailors were often fed rotten, maggot-infested food; 

frequently suffered from scurvy or other nutritional disorders, and 

could be counted lucky to escape their service without a crippling 

injury. British captains were known to have been extremely brutal; 

the captain held a nearly sovereign power aboard his ship and many 

were unafraid to abuse that power. To fill the warships, officers 

                                                 
20ibid. 
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would forcibly pressgang boys and young men to replace lost crew. 

The horrid living conditions, constant threat to life, and brutality of 

the captain and his officers pushed many men over the edge. 

Possessing seafaring skill, a learned intolerance for absolute 

authority, and a disdain for the motherland they might have believed 

abandoned them, many crews would simply mutiny during an attack 

and offer themselves and their ship as a new pirate vessel and crew.21 

2.2 Modern Day Pirates 

Like legendary pirates, modern pirates are still involved in looting 

and hijacking ships for ransom but they seem to have advanced 

along with technology as their ways of operations have changed 

dramatically over time. Modern pirates now carry AK-47s, heavy 

machine guns and rocket launchers, navigate with GPS devices, and 

use sophisticated speedboats mounted with heavy mortars to target 

ships.22 

Modern pirates are sometimes linked with organised-crime 

syndicates, but often are parts of small individual groups. Pirate-

attack crews may consist of 4 to 10 sailors for going after a ship's 

safe (raiding) or up to 70 (depending entirely on the ships and the 

ship’s crew size) if the plan is to seize the whole vessel. The 

International Maritime Bureau (IMB) maintains statistics regarding 

pirate attacks dating back to 1995. Their records indicate that 

hostage-taking overwhelmingly dominates the types of violence 

against seafarers. In some cases, modern pirates are not interested in 

                                                 
21 Pirates in History, available on-line at http://www.paralumun.com/pirates.html 

(assessed 29th April 2017). 
22 Maritime Connector, available on-line at: http://maritime-

connector.com/wiki/piracy/ (assessed 29th April 2017). 

http://www.paralumun.com/pirates.htm
http://maritime-connector.com/wiki/piracy/
http://maritime-connector.com/wiki/piracy/
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the cargo and are mainly interested in taking the personal belongings 

of the crew and the contents of the ship's safe which might contain 

large amounts of cash needed for payroll and port fees. In other 

cases, the pirates force the crew off the ship and then sail it to a port, 

to be repainted and given a new identity through false papers often 

purchased from corrupt or complicit officials. Modern piracy can 

also take place in conditions of political unrest. For example, 

following the US withdrawal from Vietnam, Thai piracy was aimed 

at the many Vietnamese who took to boats to escape. Furthermore, 

following the disintegration of the government of Somalia, warlords 

in the region have attacked ships delivering UN food aid.23 

2.3 Self Defence 

The fourth volume of the handbook, Best Management Practices to 

Deter Piracy off the Coast of Somalia and in the Arabian Sea Area 

(BMP4) provides "Self-Protective Measures" which lay out a list of 

steps a merchant vessel can take on its own to make itself less of a 

target to pirates and make it better able to repel an attack if one 

occurs. This list includes ringing the deck of the ship with razor 

wire, rigging fire-hoses to spray sea-water over the side of the ship 

(to hinder boardings), having a distinctive pirate alarm, hardening 

the bridge against gunfire, and creating a citadel where the crew can 

retreat in the event pirates get on board.24 

                                                 
23Supra note 18 
24Supra note 4 
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Other unofficial self-defence measures often used by merchant 

vessels include the setting up of mannequins posing as armed 

guards, or firing flares at the pirates25. 

Though it varies by country, generally, Peacetime Law in recent 

times has not allowed merchant vessels to carry weapons. As a 

response to the rise in modern piracy however, the US government 

changed its rules so that it is now possible for US flagged vessels to 

embark a team of armed private security guards. The US Coastguard 

leaves it to ship owners' discretion to determine if those guards will 

be armed.26 

 

3.0 INTERNATIONAL LAW TOOLS FOR FIGHTING 

PIRACY 

Even though pirates are often interrogated, detained and punished, 

they have little incentive to stop as there are millions of dollars at 

stake. The international community is determined to vehemently 

fight the battle. In furtherance of this, it has put in place various laws 

which will deter, disrupt and suppress piracy in order to protect 

global maritime security and secure freedom of navigation, for the 

benefit of all nations. 

 

The Universality Principle is a technique of international law which 

allows a government to exercise jurisdiction over conduct outside 

its territory if that conduct is universally dangerous to states and 

their nationals. The logic of this principle is that states may punish 

certain acts wherever they occur as a means of protecting the global 

                                                 
25ibid. 
26Supra note 23 
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community as a whole, even where there is no link between the state 

and the parties or the acts in question.  

The concept of universal jurisdiction applies to the crime of piracy. 

United States Code 2006, title 18, section 1651, for example, 

imposes a sentence of life imprisonment for piracy committed 

anywhere on the high seas, regardless of the nationality of the pirates 

or the victims.27 

It is crucial at this stage to note the concept of Piracy Jure Gentium. 

According to Wheaton, Piracy under the law of nations (jure 

gentium) may be tried and punished in the courts of justice of any 

nation by whomsoever, and wherever committed. But piracy created 

by municipal (domestic, state) statute can only be tried by that state 

within whose territorial jurisdiction and on board of whose vessels, 

the offence created was committed.28 This principle is of high 

importance, as certain acts which are considered piracy by the 

internal laws of a state don't attach the same significance under jure 

gentium. 

 

 

4.0 PIRACY IN NIGERIA 

Piractical activities have assumed a daring nature in Nigeria as a 

result of the inability of Nigerian security agents to at least arrest the 

                                                 
27Piracy, available on-line at: 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy#International_law(assessed 29th April 

2017).  
28 Keith, A. B., Wheaton's Elements of International Law, 6th Ed. (London: 

Stevens and Sons, 1929), page 277. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy#International_law
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situation29, even if unable to put an end to it. A lack of legal 

consequence for these acts also seems to be a propeller in the 

engineering of piractical activities in Nigeria.  

There have been at least 32 attacks so far this year, with most of 

these attacks taking place in Nigerian territorial waters. These piracy 

attacks affect the Nigerian economy in more devastating ways than 

we know.30 Ambassador Michele J. Sison, the United States’ Deputy 

Representative to the UN, stated in the open debate on peace 

consolidation in West Africa titled “Piracy and Armed Robbery at 

Sea”  that statistics show that Nigeria is losing about $1.5 billion a 

month as a result of piracy, sea armed robbery, smuggling and so 

on. 

In an article titled “Nigeria Tops World in Dangerous High Sea 

Piracy”, Dr. Peregrino Brimah stated that, “2014 is continuing a 

harrowing trend that has won Nigeria a top position in the global 

high sea piracy charts”. He noted that while global levels have 

recorded appreciated drops in the level of piracy attacks, Africa’s 

shores recorded the most dangerous high level incidents of piracy 

globally, with Nigeria topping the list. He particularly laid emphasis 

on the fact that Nigeria achieves greater ‘successes’ in events of boat 

capture and robbery.31 

                                                 
29 Freedom C. Onuoha and Habib I. Hassan, “The Nigerian Army Quarterly 

Journal: National Security Implications of Sea Piracy in Nigeria’s Territorial 

Waters,  January 2009, Page 3 
30 The Guardian Newspaper, “What is causing the increase in piracy along the 

Nigerian coast?”, available on-line at http://guardian.ng/business-

services/security-watch/what-is-causing-the-increase-in-piracy-along-the-

nigerian-coast/ (assessed 29th April 2017). 
31 Dr. Peregrino Brimah, Nigeria Tops World in Dangerous High Sea Piracy, 

available on-line at http://ends.ng/nigeria-tops-world-in-dangerous-high-sea-

piracy/ (assessed 29th April 2017). 

http://guardian.ng/business-services/security-watch/what-is-causing-the-increase-in-piracy-along-the-nigerian-coast/
http://guardian.ng/business-services/security-watch/what-is-causing-the-increase-in-piracy-along-the-nigerian-coast/
http://guardian.ng/business-services/security-watch/what-is-causing-the-increase-in-piracy-along-the-nigerian-coast/
http://ends.ng/nigeria-tops-world-in-dangerous-high-sea-piracy/
http://ends.ng/nigeria-tops-world-in-dangerous-high-sea-piracy/
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It was reported in the on-line THISDAY newspaper, on 12 May 

2016, that between January and March 2016, several attacks 

occurred off Nigeria’s coast. These attacks involved armed pirates 

stealing cargoes of crude oil and petroleum products. The unnamed 

reporter noted that within the period, no fewer than 44 ship crew 

members were also abducted.  It was also stated in the paper that in 

the first quarter of this year, no fewer than 14 commercial vessels 

were attacked in Nigeria’s maritime domain. In six of these 

incidents, 23 crew members were kidnapped for ransom running 

into hundreds of millions of Naira. The reporter opined that while 

piracy has been on the decline since 2012 after international naval 

patrols were launched off East Africa in response to a spate of 

violent attacks by mostly Somali-based pirates, the Nigerian 

authorities should be worried about recent developments on our 

territorial waters.32 

The director of IMB, Pottengal Mukundan said that reports in the 

last quarter of 2015 were indicative of more violence against ships 

and crews in the Gulf of Guinea, particularly around Nigeria, than 

anywhere in the world.33 

Dr. Peregrino Brimah  added that, Nigeria’s Joint Task Force (JTF) 

is reported to have increased efforts to stem the increases in these 

terror events off Nigeria’s shores; however, a lack of proper redress 

for criminals and a culture of impunity for successful thieves, makes 

the impact of its effort to combat this new vocation of the nation’s 

                                                 
32THISDAY newspaper, on 12 May 2016, available on-line at 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2016/05/12/piracy-and-nigerian-waters/ 

(assessed 29th April 2017). 
33ibid. 

http://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2016/05/12/piracy-and-nigerian-waters/
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Southern states questionable. He further stated that an extensive 

report on oil theft in the Niger Delta in October last year by the 

Stakeholder Democracy Network, SDN, indicted the very JTF and 

maritime police, for aiding and abetting these criminal activities; 

actually levying taxes, and receiving payments to protect and 

oversee the activities of the hoodlums. 

Ambassador Michele J. Sison stated that the root causes of piracy in 

the region are ineffective governance structures, weak rule of law, 

precarious legal frameworks, and inadequate naval coast guard and 

maritime law enforcement. Other contributing factors to piracy in 

Nigeria include the current Niger Delta crisis, prevalence of poverty, 

unemployed youth and laxity of security agents in tackling the 

problem.34 

There is no doubt that the alpha wolves of the maritime world are 

taking measures to curb the issue of piracy in Nigeria, the question 

however remains whether they are taking the appropriate steps in 

tackling the issue.  

In a media interaction35, the director-general of the Nigerian 

Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), Dr 

Dakuku Peterside stated that 

We want to put in place measures that would 

discourage people from getting involved in piracy 

on our waters and other criminal activities on sea. 

This will require that we have a continued 

                                                 
34Supra note 26 
35 How NIMASA Plans To Abate Sea Piracy, available on-line at 

https://neoblack.com/nigeria/news/how-nimasa-plans-to-abate-sea-piracy.aspx 

(assessed 29th April 2017). 

https://neoblack.com/nigeria/news/how-nimasa-plans-to-abate-sea-piracy.aspx
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presence of patrol teams on our waters. They will 

know that if they try to commit crime, there will 

be quick response. But unfortunately, we can't be 

everywhere. We have a long stretch of coastline 

so we can't be everywhere. However, we have 

technology to bridge that gap. On our side, we 

have the NIMASA satellite surveillance system. 

With this system, you will be able to have a bird's 

eye view of what is going on in the entire maritime 

domain of Nigeria. In addition, the Nigerian Navy 

has also acquired maritime domain access monitor 

system. I will also have a comprehensive coverage 

of the Nigerian maritime domain. The Nigerian 

Ports Authority also has its own facility that also 

monitors what is going on in the country's 

maritime domain. 

From time to time, regular marine patrol, using 

special marine patrol aircraft to monitor our 

waters, will be connected with the vessels on 

ground. We will also have unmanned aerial 

vessels (UAV). The UAV have a signal they can 

send to the vessels patrolling, and all the agencies 

involved will be able to respond quickly. This 

response capability is what we are currently 

dealing with. 

Peterside pointed out that the laxity of the Nigerian police seems to 

be frustrating all efforts to combat piracy attacks in the country. 



(2017) 3 Journal of the Mooting Society University of Lagos 
 

75 

 

This is very important and it has to do with the 

area of prosecution. Even when these persons are 

intercepted and arrested, what do we do with 

them? In the past, we handed them over to the 

police, but they have not been diligently 

prosecuted because there are no laws to do that 

effectively. So we want to put a new framework in 

place. 

Peterside expressly stated that Nigeria has no anti-piracy laws. 

Nigeria is the only major maritime country that is 

yet to have dedicated anti-piracy laws; we are 

pushing for that so that we have instruments with 

which to prosecute the captured pirates. We will 

get support from the International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO) and other United Nations 

organisations to have a dedicated anti-piracy law 

which will form a new framework for prosecution 

of criminal activities on sea. 

There is nothing paranormal or mystical about the uncontrollable 

rise of piracy attacks in Nigeria. The current state of affairs, as 

regards anti-piracy laws and structures in Nigeria, is evidently a 

formula for increased piracy attacks, it’s nothing but a circus show, 

it’s a joke. Until stringent measures are taken, good laws are put in 

place and enforced, and the security agents become functional and 

effective, the piracy level in Nigeria will continue rising. 

 

5.0 TACTICS WHICH MAY BE EMPLOYED TO CURB THE 

RISING PIRACY ATTACKS 
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Though there is unanimity among shipping practitioners that sea 

piracy cannot be totally eradicated, it remains a fact that the menace 

can be minimized with concerted efforts by all the relevant 

stakeholders in implementing the following suggestions given by 

various learned scholars in this field: 

• The authority of international maritime organisations should be 

increased. 

•  National policies specifically aimed to eliminate modern piracy 

must be implemented.   

• The policies concerning possession of firearms by private firms in 

international waters should be modified to address the current 

situation. 

• Piracy in international waters must be prosecuted in international 

piracy tribunals. 

• Efforts to eliminate the root causes of piracy in affected countries 

should be intensified.  

• Cultural integration of pirates within society must be curtailed. 

• Coordinated sea patrols should be conducted. 

• As suggested by the Director General of the Nigerian Maritime 

Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) - Dr. Dakuku 

Peterside, a legal framework that would prescribe stiffer sanctions, 

a more vigorous and vigilant military-led patrol, and better 

intelligence gathering network would be required.36
 

• There should be uniformity of the law on the subject.  

                                                 
36Sun news online, available on-line at http://sunnewsonline.com/maritime-

safety-pirates-in-gulf-of-guinea-not-invincible/ (assessed 29th April 2017). 

http://sunnewsonline.com/maritime-safety-pirates-in-gulf-of-guinea-not-invincible/
http://sunnewsonline.com/maritime-safety-pirates-in-gulf-of-guinea-not-invincible/
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The International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF) has initiated 

the "Save Our Seafarers” campaign37, which suggests steps to 

eradicate piracy. These steps include: 

•  A reduction in the effectiveness of the easily identifiable pirate 

mother ships. 

•  The vesting of authority in naval forces to detain pirates and 

deliver them for prosecution and punishment. 

• The total criminalisation of all acts of piracy and the intent to 

commit piracy under national laws, in accordance with the 

mandatory duty to cooperate to suppress piracy under 

international conventions. 

•  An increase of naval assets available in the area. 

• A provision of greater protection and support for seafarers. 

• A thorough tracking and criminalising of the organisers and 

financiers behind the criminal networks. 

 

6.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION  

Sea piracy is a crucial issue which the international community pays 

close attention to, as its impact is such that it transcends national 

borders. The concept is one which has global ramifications, as every 

nation has at least 80 percent of its economy anchored in one way 

or the other to maritime transportation. Nigeria’s fledgling economy 

is currently being affected greatly by piractical activities and there 

seems to be no hope of revival unless the maritime security agents 

                                                 
37House Journal of ASP Ship Management Group, available on -line at 

http://www.crewships.com/resources/files/original/php9E8C_555e9793477c0. 

pdf (assessed 29th April 2017). 

http://www.crewships.com/resources/files/original/php9E8C_555e9793477c0.%20pdf
http://www.crewships.com/resources/files/original/php9E8C_555e9793477c0.%20pdf
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take stringent measures against pirates, and effective anti-piracy 

laws are put in place. In order to curb pirate attacks, it is 

recommended that the international community embraces a 

unification of anti-piracy laws and invests hugely in high level 

technology for maritime security agents.
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