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Agreed Statement of Facts: 

 

1. The Federal Republic of Futura (“Futura”) is a developed country on the African 

continent which boasts a long history of successful commercial activities, and a 

population of 220 million. Futura is the sixth largest economy in the world with a 

GDP of approximately $15.73 trillion, notably due to high average incomes, a large 

population, capital investment, low level of unemployment, high consumer spending, 

and technological innovation. Education is also highly valued in Futura and is 

considered a fundamental building block in its history. The nation has thus enjoyed 

one of the highest literacy rates in the world for decades. At the heart of Futura is 

Yabacon Valley, the largest and most economically important city in the country with 

a population of 65 million. Yabacon Valley is a major financial centre and would be 

the second largest economy in Africa, if it were a country.  

 

2. Approximately twenty years ago, Futura embarked on an ambitious program to 

harness the potential of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) for 

literacy teaching and learning, called Futura ICT Leaders in Education Program 

(FILEP). The primary aim of FILEP is to ensure that all educational institutions are 

well-equipped with sufficient ICT facilities and resources to aid the youths of Futura 

in acquiring higher-order thinking skills (HOTS). P-Bankong is a multinational 

technology company that specializes in internet-related services and products. On 16 

March 2004, Futura entered into an agreement with P-Bankong for the provision of an 

average internet speed of 50 megabytes per second (Mbps) in all schools. On 30 May 

2004, P-Bankong began the “P-Bankong Station Program”, a service which P-

Bankong ran in conjunction with Zai, a privately owned giant tech company and 

major shareholder in the record label Olamide Entertainment in Futura, to provide 

WiFi hotspot across public places, where individuals and schools can have free access 

to internet connection. To this end, Miss. Rufai, a software developer in Zai, made the 

following announcements: 

 

Futura is yet to maximize her potential for ICT growth and utilization. Fiber-

optic technology globally is a great technology that enables the technological 

advancement of any nation. P-Bankong and Zai will begin the service in 

Yabacon Valley, and thereafter expand its reach to other cities. The P-

Bankong station locations will include high footfall areas such as schools, 



malls, airports and markets. Particular attention will however be placed on 

schools and universities. 

 

3. By 28 July 2007, Dr. Ife, Director of the Yabacon Valley Department of 

Transportation (YVDT) had submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Report to the Ministry of Environment to obtain the Futuran Environmental Clearance 

(FEC) for the construction and installation works. In late 2007, the EIA Report was 

approved by Engineer Ayandare, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 

Environment. Following this approval, Dr. Ife installed 35 miles of fiber-optic cable 

underground along the roads of Yabacon Valley for easy access to very fast internet 

connection in line with the FILEP. This fast internet connection has since been 

enjoyed by all the students schooling in Yabacon Valley.  

 

4. On 29 May 2008, Zai successfully developed a standard software called OMI for the 

creation of self-driving cars. These cars are built for full autonomy with sensors that 

give 360 degree views, and lasers that direct and focus on objects near the vehicle, 

while radar is used to see around vehicles and track objects in motion. The cars also 

use high-powered cameras and sonar. The interior of the cars include buttons for 

riders to control certain functions: “Help”, “Lock”, “Pull Over”, and “Start Ride”. The 

data collection and analytic capabilities of the sensors necessarily collect location and 

movement data about the residents of the city. 

  

5. The fiber-optic lines in the roads also allow sensors along the highway to 

communicate with autonomous cars, using the WiFi connection to inform the 

connected cars about upcoming traffic, weather changes, road conditions, and 

accidents. In an interview with TMS, a Futuran television news channel, Miss. Rufai, 

proud that her hard work produced meaningful results, stated: 

 

We’re proud to contribute and turn our vision for technological advancement 

into real and accessible products that residents of Yabacon Valley can use. 

Our goal is to save people’s time, while operating safely and learning how we 

can further improve our Information and Communications Technology. 

Additionally, we can easily discover anyone who breaks the law. We know 

when you’re doing it. We have GPS in the cars, so we know what you’re 

doing. By the way, we don’t supply the data to anyone. 

 

6. The Zai cars were successfully tested in 2010. The system drives at the speed limit it 

has installed, and maintains a good distance from other vehicles using its sensors. In 

2011, the areas of testing the Zai cars were extended to cover 300,000 miles. In 

September 2014, Zai officials announced that the autonomous cars had completed 

over 700,000 (1.1 million km) autonomous driving miles accident free, typically 

having about a dozen cars on the road at any given time. On 6 August 2015, Futura 

enacted the Self-Driving Cars (On Public Roads) Act of 2015, permitting the use of 

autonomous cars in the country. Zai took its first driverless ride on public roads in 



2016. In the same year, Zai self-driving cars were involved in 16 minor collisions on 

public roads, but Zai maintains that in all cases, Zai cars were not at fault because the 

cars were either being manually driven or the drivers of the other vehicles were at 

fault. 

 

7. On 19 September 2016, TMS News revealed that P-Bankong, Zai and Dr. Ife were 

never granted a right of way for the installation of the fiber-optic cables, but the trio 

denied the assertion. On March 6 2017, Zai launched the self-driving cars into the 

markets, and approximately 150 cars were purchased that year. The following year on 

February 14, a renowned hacker, who went by the code name Lord Omeiza, but the 

identity of whom remains unknown, hijacked the controls of the self-driving cars in 

Yabacon Valley. Omeiza revealed that his aim is to prevent harmful attacks in the 

future by showing the world how vulnerable the self-driving cars are to hacks. Using 

the data collected about the car users, Omeiza changed the operations and directions 

of the cars. These alterations caused the cars to malfunction, resulting in a ghastly 

accident which wrecked all the cars on the road at the time. Furthermore, one of the 

Zai cars nearly killed a group of children waiting for their school bus by the road side. 

Consequently, the people of Yabacon Valley, whose homes had been affected by the 

installation of the fiber-optic cables and the collisions with Zai cars began to protest 

against the use of Zai cars in the city for safety reasons.  

 

8. Aaron Alasa, known professionally as Aaron-D, is a Futuran singer, songwriter, 

performer, and entertainer with a lot of international acclaim. He rose to fame in 2006 

under his record label Olamide Entertainment, with his hit song “Do Not Laugh”.  In 

2005, Olamide Entertainment had told Aaron-D that he would not be accepted unless 

he agreed to all their terms, and that no other record label will accept him if he does 

not work with them. As a result, Aaron-D signed a contract with Olamide 

Entertainment to the effect that the stage name “Aaron-D” will be owned by the 

record label. The contract also contained a clause, which provides thus: 

 

Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this contract, or the 

breach thereof, shall be settled amicably out of court. This clause shall not be 

influenced by the termination or elimination of this agreement.  

 

9. On October 13 2006, Olamide Entertainment proceeded to register the name “Aaron-

D” as a trademark under classes 25 (for clothing, footwear, and headgear), 35 (for 

advertising; Business Management; Business Administration.) and 41 (for Education; 

Providing of Training; Entertainment; Sporting, etc) as provided for in the Trade 

Marks Act of Futura, CAP T13, LFF 1998. In early 2010, Aaron-D released an 

album called “Final Year” which won a Grammy in 2011. Since then, Aaron-D won a 

lot of endorsement deals with the biggest brands in the world.   

 

10. In 2013 after falling out with Olamide Entertainment, Aaron-D went public with his 

decision to exit the label. In November 2018, Aaron-D, realising that Olamide 



Entertainment had defaulted in the payment of the trademark renewal fees for “Aaron-

D” since 2013, released some songs under the stage name “Aaron-D”, which brought 

him to the limelight again. Following the release, in December 2018 Olamide 

Entertainment instituted an action in the High Court of Futura, alleging that they own 

the stage name Aaron-D and due to the rights accrued to it upon the registration of 

same, the artiste cannot use the stage name for commercial purposes. Therefore, they 

sought to restrain “the rebellious acts of the artiste in view of the recent release of 

previously unreleased songs from the Final Year album, as well as his unauthorised 

use of the stage name Aaron-D”. In February 2019, the High Court ruled in favour of 

the record label, and to the effect that the artiste has no right to use the stage name 

“Aaron-D”. A couple of weeks later before travelling to Malaysia, Aaron-D, 

conceding that the trade mark belongs to the label, changed his name to Aaron-G.  

Although he did not make an official statement about the name change, the artiste 

who was on tour in Malaysia had the new name “Aaron-G” all over his social media 

pages. 

 

11. As a result of the tour and his increase in popularity particularly in Asia, Aaron-G got 

more lucrative endorsement deals worth millions of dollars. Subsequently, TMS News 

revealed that Aaron-G had been contracting for specific merchandise on the tour in 

Malaysia under his old name, Aaron-D. This led to a lot of agitations from Olamide 

Entertainment which stated through a spokesperson that the artiste’s use of the names 

Aaron-D and Aaron-G amounts to a breach of the record label’s intellectual property 

rights, revealing that it recently renewed the trademark “Aaron-D” and its application 

to trademark the name “Aaron-G” has been granted. Aaron-G however claimed that 

Olamide Entertainment lost its right to the trademark “Aaron-D” when it failed, 

without good reason, to put the trademark “Aaron-D” to use in relation to goods under 

class 25, for over five years. 

 

12. On 16 February 2019, the people of Yabacon Valley instituted an action in the High 

Court against P-Bankong, Zai and Dr. Ife alleging that they are jointly and severally 

liable for nuisance and a breach of their right of way. The accident victims also 

claimed that P-Bankong, Zai, and Dr. Ife are liable for negligence and a violation of 

their right to privacy. The High Court consolidated and heard this case together with 

the case concerning Aaron-D. However, on 22 February 2019, the court ruled in 

favour of P-Bankong, Zai and Dr. Ife. 

 

13. In March 2019, the people of Yabacon Valley and Aaron-G appealed to the Supreme 

Court of Appeal. The people of Yabacon Valley request the Court to adjudge and 

declare that P-Bankong, Zai, and Dr. Ife are: 

 

a. Liable for nuisance and a breach of their right of way 

 

b. Liable for negligence and a violation of their right to privacy 

 



Aaron-G requests the Court to adjudge and declare that: 

 

c. The clause in his contract with Olamide Entertainment ousted the jurisdiction of 

the High Court, and rendered its decision invalid 

 

d. Olamide Entertainment has no right to the trademarks “Aaron-D” and “Aaron-G” 

 

 

The Supreme Court of Appeal decided hear the matter on 25 April 2019. All parties have 

submitted this Agreed Statement of Facts. Parties are not to argue on the consolidation of 

the cases. The laws of the Federal Republic of Futura are in pari materia with the laws of 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria. All other laws are persuasive before the court. As a team, 

prepare arguments for and against the people of Yabacon Valley and Aaron-G. 

 


